
Notes from EIEC SIG 
 

1. Discussion and presentation from Michael Gamel-McCormick  
 Questions: 

o Higher ed act, thought about taking the title and folding it into 
ESEA 

o How is success measured?  Is it always about retention  
o Administration is still pushing for a race to the top type of 

program  
 Promise neighborhoos programs, will look at a 

comprehensive system, crime, 20Million currently 
authorized, looking for a much bigger  

 Issue of whether or not early childhood should be part 
of ESEA, some republicans think no, congress needs to 
hear about how the link goes from early childhood/ 
early intervention  

 Discussion around pre-k perion? There is but the 
questions is 4y.o. 5 y.o. still talk about a universal 4 y.o. 
program  

 Will get something through the legislation this year 
 Headstart- September 22nd there was a notice of 

proposed rule making, 25% of all headstart will be 
reviewed annual, huge change in headstart community, 
380 grantees, 80 or 90 per year having competitions, 
HHS is looking for comments on the rules soon,  

 IDEA- Part C and 619 
 Looking for better agreement between ESEA and 

IDEA 
 RTI (response to intervetion)- is a huge issue 

concern that it may be delaying the elibabiilty 
process, really important point,  

 Talk of maybe merging IDEA and ESEA, not going 
to happen now but may be down the road  

 All of the funded EC projects are going to get 
coordinated, regular meetings that are taking 
place at this point, struture is a ‘spiders web’ 
purpose of care is an employment and training 
program, developmental/educational program 
as well,  

 Issue right now is adult services- we need to 
make sure that EC is on the agenda, in listening 
sessions EC hasen’t come up once, Sharon needs 
to hear that this is still a critically important part 
of system, 



 As the reauthorization moves forward it is 
essencial to make sure that early 
childhood/early intervention is on the agenda  

 Suggestions for advocacy: 
o Cultivate relationships with your 

congress members staff- both in the home 
district and in DC (know their names, 
what they focus on, what’s important to 
them, call the office and ask who does 
early childhood?) 

o When you’re in Washington go visit the 
staffers, frequently and but for a short 
amount of time  

o Bring new information (one sheet with 
good data that is up-to-date) 

o Bring legislative language or at least 
concepts with you: written ideas are good 
(help move along the legislation)  

o Can use the legislative affairs committee 
at AUCD and they can help in the vhetting 
procress and support  

o Make the ideas short, consise and clear  
o Make frequent contacts  

 
2. Overview of process for Reauthorization of ESEA, IDEA and Part C: What can 

we do to prepare? Two thoughts- entitleent and wil go on, 1) there would be 
a quick reauthorization that would do very little to it other thought would be 
to do a longer examination, can go back and explain  

 Questions- is there an oppurtunuty to look at how it might shift, there 
is all the advocacy around autism, kids might well benefit from the 
intensity? Where does that fit  

 Answer- it’s a good strategy to get that language in the 
reauthorization strategy, will find members who are invested in it, 
staffers really do care, don’t want to spend their time mucking up 
services, the other strategy is by going after education 

 Question- what about the waivers fro maitainence of effort to keep 
states from dropping out  

 Answer- three states that have waiver having to reach their 
maiantence of effort level, department granting any of those waivers, 
write to senetor Harkin or any member of HALP committee, because it 
is congress’ intent for that not to happen you can give them some 
justificaction,  

 Question- there is a prevailing notion that they don’t want states to 
drop off at any point, when do you say we don’t want early 
intervention to drop off 



 Answer- use your legislative efforts, if a member of congress gets a 
complaint they will call Alexa in and ask her what is happening, get 
families to do that as well, pleasant surprise  

 Question- evidence-based practice, autism grant I not going to be 
reimbursing OT services  

 Answer- there isn’t a clear understanding about what’s going to 
happen, go to your representatives and let them know that this is 
what is really important, bring the important information  

 Questions- such a push with the empirical evidence yet doesn’t always 
mean empirically supported services, is there a way to include  

 Answer- in every piece of legislation evidence based is always in 
brackets which means they have to decide what it means, there is a 
push pull, much different thn it was eight years ago, right now the 
department of ed has levels of evidene that they will accept, still the 
highest is experiemental design,  

 MGM@udel.edu  
3. Real split between the senate and the house, it’s going to depend highly  
4. Feedback on usefulness of the webinars  

 Very useful  
 Enjoy that they are acieheved, send the arcieved webinar to whole list  

5. Suggestions for format and topics for future webinars  
 How to frame argument with the deligation, share information to 

make it stronger 
 Coming together as a group to see if there are some common issues  
 Making sure data is up to date, would be helpful to hear from the 

group, where do we want to focus and what data do we have  
 Would be helpful for Treatment researchers to know what would 

make the biggest impract, science takes you down a different 
pathway, knowing what people are feeling,  

 Rebeca LAnda- do you see implications for broader early childhood 
treatments for broader groups than autism  

 Some questions that come up are what the impacts woud be 
because it’s never been looked at systematically, a parent 
mediated approach is going to help but if we really want to 
know how much we can change children we need to ‘pull out 
all the stops’ to research on non-autism, 

 One of the voices to bring forward is that we haven’t 
explored the range of impact across communites  

 Would there be push back from the autism groups?  
 RL- researchers on the whole do what they do, the likelihood 

of shifting someone who is doing autism work to general 
work might be hard, some who would  

 A couple years ago at the early childhood summit- the 
behavior was “well we’re pushing for autism but the door is 
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open so you all can come along”  huge issues and worry about 
practuring the whole DD  

 RL- don’t know any researchers who would be opposed, early 
intervention research people are very collaborative  

 Would people be interested in having some focused 
treatment webinars  

 Would people find it helpful or redundant to have alexa 
posney or part c association on a webinar 

1. As much as we can keep that an issue the better, 
especially looking at the perspective of issues  

 RL- recently joined IES grant proposals that mad eit to the 
final round how many of them were focusing on the same 
outcomes and same age range and almost the same 
interventions, all of the budgets were 1million, how can we 
have a conversation about how many more studies of that do 
we need? Not much of a bredth but the studies dind’t specifiy 
a diagnostic category    

 CRR- did  
6. Discussion of SIG interest areas, appropriate as is, additions, deletions? 
7. System issues 
8. Identification and IFSP and intervention  
9. Personnel training  
10. Advocacy and policy  

 


